
 

Note:  The complete agenda is available at www.avontownshipmn.gov.  All Town Meetings are available via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945. Passcode:  AvonTown.  The Clerk may record the proceedings of this meeting to 
ensure accuracy of the minutes.  The recording will be deleted upon completion of minutes and will not become public 
(Resolution 01-03-18).  

 

Avon Township Supervisors Meeting – July 1, 2026 
Tentative Agenda Packet 

 

1. Call to order – 7:00 PM; Avon Township Hall, Queens Road, Avon (MN).  Also, available via Zoom (see footnote 
below) 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of agenda 
5. Approval of minutes – 
6. Public Hearings – none scheduled 
7. Public Comments 
8. Planning Commission Report – Kelly Martini  

a. Data center moratorium 
b. Plat review 

9. Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Martini 
a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report & Cash Control Statement 
b. Discrepancy in General Revenue and Road & Bridge between Clerk and Treasurer records 
c. Menard’s rebate 
d. Fire invoice:  2026 –$185,505; 2027 – $230,236 (levied – $209,000)  
e. Gravel pit escrow update 
f.  

10. Claims & Payroll – Kelly Martini 
a. Approval of claims, receipts & payroll  
b.  

11. Town Hall Report 
a. Thermostat update 
b. Window update 
c.  

12. Road Report & Roadwork Update 
a. St. Anna Drive bid opening 
b. Astech Corp crack-filling update 
c. Queens Road update 
d. Ritzer post update 
e. Weed inspection/action 
f. Highland Terrace downed tree update 
g. 911 sign installed at 37880 145th Ave 

13. Scheduled Business  
a. Leo Sand – variance, road vacations 
b. Renew website domain 
c. Certificate of Compliance fee – $50 recommended by PC 
d. Couri & Ruppe law review session 
e. Remove ’96 Ford from insurance – update; rearview camera repair? 
f. Resolution 07-01-26-1: Appointing election judges; PAT date/time? 
g. Damage impacting Town from June 7 & 10 storms? 
h. Belgrade Coop Propane Safety 
i.  

http://www.avontownshipmn.gov/
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14. Other Business (added at meeting) 
a.   
b.  

15. Reports 
a.  
b.  

 
16. Announcements  

a. Signs (incl. 911) – none 
b. Construction Site Permits – none 
c. Special Assessment Searches – Pryzbilla (32878 Spunk Tree Circle) 
d. Feedlot permits – none 
e. County Hearings/Meeting – Board of Adjust – Thielman septic (July 9, 6:00 PM) 
f. Fire Department (May 2026 calls) – City:  Medical 9, Fire/Other 0; Town: Medical 9; Fire/Other 2; 

Collegeville: Medical 4, Fire/Other 1; St. Wendel: Medical 0, Fire/Other 0; I-94, Mutua Aid St. Joseph.   
g. Ditch 28 meetings/hearing 
h. Gilk rezone approved 
i. Census estimate:  population – 2078; households – 809 
j.  

17. Old Business – Culvert mapping project & County app; 135th Avenue project with St. Wendel; Case to display 
old documents; Window treatments for Town Hall; Exterior sign for the Hall; Salt shed overhang/awning; 
Employee Handbook including earned sick time etc.; Pipeline Agreement; brush cutter rental for 2025; 
Records to historical society 

18.  Signatures (as necessary) 
a.  
b.  

19. Announcement of next meeting:  August 5, 2026 at 7:00 PM  
20. Other Upcoming Meetings/Events 

a. PC Meeting – July 24, 2026 
b. Ditch 28 Final Hearing –Final Hearing in the matter of CD28 Redetermination of Benefits; July 16, 

2026; 9:00AM; County Board Room; 705 Courthouse Sq; Saint Cloud, MN 56303 
c.  

21. Adjournment 
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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Avon Township Board of Supervisors 
June 3, 2026 

Avon Township Hall, 16881 Queens Road, Avon (MN) 
 

Call to Order:  In the absence of the chair, Craig Blonigen, Vice-Chair, called the meeting of the Avon Township 
Supervisors to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Main Chamber of the Avon Township Hall.  This meeting, like other Town 
meetings, was also available virtually via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945, Passcode: AvonTown.   
  
Pledge:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll Call:   Present – Craig Blonigen Chad Klocker (ca. 1 hour late), Kelly Martini, Bryan Rassier, and Stephen 
Saupe.  There was a quorum.  Also present: Paul Buttweiler, Marion Gondringer, Casey Jansky. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Some announcements were added to the agenda.  Rassier moved to approve the amended 
agenda.  Blonigen second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Minutes:  Rassier moved to approve the minutes of the May 6, 2026 Supervisors meeting as presented.  Blonigen 
second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried.  The minutes from the January 2026 and February 2026 meetings that 
were previously signed had been printed from the agenda and included the word “draft” and inaccurate page 
numbers.  The clerk requested that a “clean copy” of each be signed for the book.  Blonigen moved to approve the 
reprinted versions of the minutes from January 2026 and February 2026.  Rassier second.  Both in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Hearings:  none scheduled. 
 
Public Comments:  none received.   
 
Planning Commission (PC) Report – Chair Kelly Martini presented the PC report: 
 
22. Oath & Election of Officers – Martini reported that all members of the PC took the oath of office.  This was 

necessary because the Town learned that the oath was required from appointed positions, as well as elected 
officials.  Martini was elected chair and Kelly Caspers was elected vice-chair.   
 

23. Data Center Moratorium – the PC recommends a moratorium on data centers in the Township.  Blonigen 
summarized the rationale which included excessive power & water consumption.  Resident LeRoy Gondringer 
said that the moratorium could be in effect for a year to give the Town time to study the issue before making 
any ordinance change.  Blonigen moved to enact a one-year moratorium on data centers in Avon Township.  
Rassier second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried.  The County will be contacted for advice on the process.  
Analysis of the issues (size & types of centers, what would be used in a small business such as found in the 
township, what would be reasonable for the Township, and so on) will be put on the PC agenda. 
 

24. Form Review: Certificate of Compliance – The PC recommends adoption of a revised certificate of compliance 
form. Rassier moved to approve the revised form.  Blonigen second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

25. Roads Algorithm – the PC discussed the new roads algorithm.  No changes were recommended. 
 

26. Pierskalla/Ramler Mining Permit – The Pierskalla parcel (36777 Co Rd 155; Parcel ID# 03.00880.0000) is for 
sale through an auction.  Knife River requests release of its bond from 2017.  Jennifer Buckentine, Stearns 
County, visited the site and reported that it has been satisfactorily reclaimed.  Other residents who visited 
indicated it has been reclaimed, too.  Blonigen moved to release the 2017 bond on the Pierskalla/Ramler 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945
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gravel pit.  Rassier second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer provided the Cash Control statement from May 1, 2026 to May 31, 2026 
(appended below) and read the Treasurer’s report.  Martini reported that the Township is compliant with the new 
employee benefit (ESSS) law.  The difference between the end balance in April and the beginning balance in May 
was due to voided payroll checks.  Rassier moved to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Blonigen second.  Both in 
favor.  Motion carried.   
 

 
 
Claims, Receipts & Payroll:  The claims (5046-5059) totaled $17,063.66.  The disbursements (Appendix 1) and 
receipts (Appendix 2) registers are appended.  The approved payroll was $2,469.04.  Check 11715 was voided.  
The first half fire service payment is due.  Martini will follow up with the City to get the invoice to make the 
payment next month.  There is a discrepancy between the amounts shown in the Treasurer and Clerk records in 
Road & Bridge and General Revenue.  Fortunately, the total numbers match and were the same at the end of 
2025.  Sometime in early 2026, funds were inaccurately coded or inadvertently moved from one fund to another.  
The Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer will sort things out and report back at the next meeting.  Blonigen moved to 
approve the claims, receipts and payroll.  Rassier second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Klocker arrived about this time. 
 
Town Hall Report:  The Supervisors will decide whether to order windows, and which one(s), at the next meeting. 
 
Road Report:   
 
1. Upper Spunk Oak – Klocker reported that an oak just fell down.  Jansky left to clean it up. 

 

2. Queens Road Bid Opening – Six bids were received for work to complete resurfacing Queens Road (mill and 
add 4 inches of tar).  Blonigen opened the bids and reported the amounts (listed in the table below).  Klocker 
moved to accept the low bid from Knife River for $188,512.20 to complete the Queens Road paving project.  
Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  One problem is that no end date was specified in the bid 
documents.  Blonigen will talk to Knife River to request the work being completed by October. Blonigen will 
follow up with Knife River and alert the other bidders of the outcome.  A farmer is accessing the road directly 
from a field which is causing some problems with the road edge.  
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Bidder Amount of bid ($) 

Astech $194,547.86 

Capital Paving $232,533.00 

Diversified $237,362.52 

Duininck $242,455.00 

Hanson $205,619.52 

Knife River $188,512.20 

 
3. Other Summer Roadwork – The Supervisors discussed various options for road surfacing including micro-

sealing, chip sealing, and crack filling.  The latter treatment will be used on newer roads including 190th Ave, 
Two Rivers Road, 145th Ave, Queens Road (western two-thirds), Red Oak Circle, 185th Ave (north of Co Rd 154), 
Norway Road, Upper Spunk Lane, 325th Street, Parkwood Circle (north side), and Riley Court.  Chip sealing is 
considered for 160th which gets a heavier traffic load.  Micro-sealing was considered for St. Anna Drive from 
County Road 9 up to 190th Ave.   
 
Quaker Road requires a patch.  One of the quotes showed a change in price after the original one was 
received.  Blonigen moved to accept the quote from Hanson Paving to patch Quaker Road.  Klocker second.  
All in favor.  Motion carried.  Klocker will follow up with the company. 
 

Business:   
 
1. Website Renewal – A credit card payment is required to renew the website.  Martini will call Saupe with the 

Town debit card details. 
 

Other Business:   none 
 
Reports:   none 
 
Announcements: 
 

a) Signs (incl. 911) – none 

b) Construction Site Permits were issued to Breth (37805 Cardinal Nest Court; sunroom & garage additions); 
Waletzko (37240 175th Avenue; 11x13.5 deck), and Schaefer (37143 185th Avenue; 8 x 40 shipping 
container). 

c) Special Assessment Searches – none 

d) Feedlot permits – none 

a. County Hearings/Meeting – Planning Commission (Gilk Rezone Request) 
b. Fire Department (April 2026 calls) – City:  Medical 4, Fire/Other 1; Town: Medical 5; Fire/Other 1; 

Collegeville: Medical 3, Fire/Other 1; St. Wendel: Medical 0, Fire/Other 1; I-94, 1.   
c. MAT Town Law Review will be held June 5th and CTAS Training on June 23rd. 
d. A brochure was received from Midwest Tree Experts (320-290-3402). 
e. The County will hold a public hearing regarding Ditch 28 on July 14th.  Informational meetings will be held 

on June 25 at 3:30 PM in the Holdingford Community Room and at 6:30 PM at Albany High School. 
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f. The Minnesota LTAP Exchange newsletter was received. 
g. The Lions Club meeting in June will move to June 28th. 
 
Old Business – Culvert mapping project & County app; 135th Avenue project with St. Wendel; Case to display old 
documents; Windows and window treatments for Town Hall; Exterior sign for the Hall; Salt shed 
overhang/awning; Employee Handbook including earned sick time etc.; Pipeline Agreement; brush cutter rental 
for 2025; Records to historical society 
 
Signatures (as necessary) 
 
Announcement of next meeting:  Klocker moved to continue the meeting on Monday, June 6, 2026 at 7:00 PM.  
Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting ended and will be continued. 
 

 
 
 

Minutes of the Continuation of the June 3, 2026 Meeting of the Avon 
Township Board of Supervisors 

 
 
Call to Order:  Chad Klocker, called the meeting of the Avon Township Supervisors to order at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Main Chamber of the Avon Township Hall.  This meeting, like other Town meetings, was also available virtually via 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945, Passcode: AvonTown.   Present at the meeting were Craig 
Blonigen, Marion Gondringer, Chad Klocker, and Kelly Martini.  Bryan Rassier and Stephen Saupe were absent.  
There was a quorum. 
 
Business:   
 
1. Crack Sealing – Klocker announced that two quotes were received for crack-sealing the roads listed above 

(Astech Corp – $24, 104; M&P Asphalt – $27,290).  Klocker moved to accept the bid from Astech Corp.  
Blonigen second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried.  Klocker will follow up with the companies to alert them of 
the results. 
 

2. St. Anna Drive – Blonigen reported that Knife River estimated that milling the top two inches and then 
overlaying St. Anna Drive would cost about $190,000.  Based on this estimate the project will need to go out 
for bids.  Blonigen moved to initiate the bid process to mill 2 inches from St. Anna and then overlay and that 
all driveways and approaches are at the current height from Co Rd 9 to 190th Ave with bids due by June 30 at 
5:00 PM and project completion by October 1st.  Klocker second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

3. Tower Road Fence – There is a fence in the Tower Road right-of-way at 34866 (John Ritzer property).  There 
previously was a fence with plastic electric fence posts, but there are now metal t-posts.  These can cause 
significant damage to a motorist or passerby.  Klocker moved to send a letter to the resident to move the 
posts 33 feet or more from the center-of-the-road by no later than July 1st, and if this is not done then the 
Town will do so and invoice the resident.  Blonigen second.  Both in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
4. Law Review – Blonigen thought it would be a good idea to attend one of the law reviews sponsored by Couri 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945


Avon Township Supervisor’s Meeting – July 2026 Agenda                                                                                                           Page 7 of 13 
 

 

& Ruppe.  The next available one will be September 18th in Sauk Centre.  This will be included on the agenda 
of the July meeting. 

 
5. Weeds – are starting to get bad in a few areas (i.e., Norway Road).  In the past, the Town contracted out 

spraying or our maintenance employee handled spraying (the Town owns a sprayer).  Klocker will contact 
Jansky or Denis Schirmers to see if they would be comfortable spraying weeds.  Martini said that the County 
would provide herbicide.  The Town has already mown once, which seems earlier than in past years.  
Apparently, the former County weed inspector (Bob Duning) has not yet been replaced. 

 
Adjournment – Klocker moved to adjourn the meeting at about 7:25 PM.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,             date:  June 17, 
2026 
Stephen G. Saupe, Clerk   
 
 
Supervisor Signatures:                                                                           date:   _____________________________ 
 
_________________________       __________________________        _____________________________ 
Craig Blonigen                                   Chad Klocker              Bryan Rassier 
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Appendix 1.  Disbursement Register 
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Appendix 2.  Receipts Register 
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Resolution No. 07-01-26-1 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING JUDGES FOR THE AUGUST PRIMARY 

ELECTION AND NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.21, subd.2 require the town board, as the governing body 

of the town, to appoint election judges; and 

 

WHEREAS, the election judges must meet the qualifications set out in Minnesota Statutes 204B.19; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE LET BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Town Board for the Town of Avon hereby 

appoints the following individuals to serve as election judges, and/or head judges, during the August 

Primary Election and the November General Election, provided they have received appropriate training 

and comply with all other applicable statutes and rules:

 

1. Deb Angulski 

2. Jackie Biniek 

3. Colette Bresnahan 

4. Ben Byker 

5. Stacy Elfering 

6. Duane Fasen 

7. Lisa Gilk 

8. Carol Hlebain 

9. Marion Gondringer, Head Judge 

10. Kelly Martini, Head Judge 

11. Sue Rushmeyer 

12. Stephen Saupe, Head Judge 

 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Board of Supervisors of the Town of Avon hereby authorizes 

any election judge to be compensated as required by Minnesota Statutes.    

 

Adopted by the Avon Township Board of Supervisors this 1st day, in the month of July in the year 2026. 

 

BY THE TOWN BOARD 

            Yes     No     Abstain 

 

Supervisor  _______________________________________   ___     ___     ___ 

    Craig Blonigen 

 

Supervisor  _______________________________________   ___     ___     ___ 

    Chad Klocker, Chair  

 

Supervisor  _______________________________________   ___     ___     ___ 

    Bryan Rassier  

 

ATTEST 

 

________________________________   _________________________   

Stephen Saupe, Town Clerk     date  
 


