
   

Minutes of the Meeting of the Avon Township Board of Supervisors 
July 1, 2026 

Avon Township Hall, 16881 Queens Road, Avon (MN) 
 

Call to Order:  Chad Klocker called the meeting of the Avon Township Supervisors to order at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Main Chamber of the Avon Township Hall.  This meeting, like other Town meetings, was also available virtually via 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945, Passcode: AvonTown.   
  
Pledge:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll Call:   Present – Craig Blonigen, Chad Klocker, Kelly Martini, Bryan Rassier, and Stephen Saupe.  There was a 
quorum.  Also present: Marion Gondringer, Casey Jansky. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  A letter requesting vacating Parkwood Court was sent to the Supervisors.  It was received 
too late to be considered for this meeting.  Blonigen moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Rassier second.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Minutes:  Rassier moved to approve the minutes of the June 3, 2026 Supervisors meeting as presented.  Blonigen 
second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearings:  none scheduled. 
 
Public Comments:  Resident LeRoy Gondringer said that there is a lot of waterhemp, a problematic weed, growing 
in the ditches along Co Rd 9 where the County sprayed to plant a wildflower/pollinator mix.  Klocker will follow up 
with the County.   
 
Planning Commission (PC) Report – Chair Kelly Martini presented the PC report: 
 
1. Data Center Moratorium – the PC recommends rescinding the motion for a moratorium on data centers in 

the Township since a public hearing is required to enact a moratorium.  In addition, according to Angie Berg at 
the County, data centers are currently not permitted in the County since they are not included in the 439 
Ordinance.  Blonigen noted that it is unlikely that it would survive a legal challenge if a developer pressed to 
construct a data center.  Blonigen moved to rescind the motion for a data center moratorium in Avon 
Township.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Blonigen moved to authorize a public hearing at the next Supervisor meeting (August 5th), at 7:10 PM, to 
consider a moratorium on data centers in Avon Township.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.    
 

2. Form Review: Plats – The PC is working on developing a process/form for plat reviews.  
 

Rassier moved to approve the PC report.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer provided the Cash Control statement from June 1, 2026 to June 30, 2026 
(appended below) and read the Treasurer’s report.   
 
An invoice for fire services was received from the City.  The check is currently written for the full amount.  In the 
past, the Town has paid in two installments.  Klocker moved to void the current check written to the City for fire 
services and pay the first half in August and the last half in December.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion  
carried.  Klocker will follow up with the city administrator. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945
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Marion Gondringer, Deputy Clerk, reported that she found the reason that the amounts in Road & Bridge and 
General Revenue funds differed between the Clerk and Treasurer records.  There were three entries in February 
that were changed between Road & Bridge and General.  Everything has now been sorted out.   
 
We received a rebate from Menards.  It was given to Jansky to use the next time supplies are purchased for the 
Town.   
 
A letter stating that the Town released the bond for the Pierskalla/Ramler gravel pit was sent to realtor, John 
Maegher.  There is still some confusion about whether the bond was an insurance-type policy or if cash was being 
held by the Town or other entity.  Angie Berg, Stearns County Environmental Services, thinks that the escrow was 
cash and she will follow up with the County highway engineer office where it might be held.  The Town has no 
record of any cash escrow.   
 
Rassier moved to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 

 
 
Claims, Receipts & Payroll:  The claims (5060-5076) totaled $195,466.76.  The disbursements (Appendix 1) and 
receipts (Appendix 2) registers are appended.  The approved payroll was $2,697.83.  The property tax settlement 
was received from the County.   The Clerk questioned whether Rassier should complete his own time card.  
Klocker said he didn’t think it mattered.  Klocker doesn’t usually submit a time card because he is also on duty for 
the City during the meeting.   
 
The invoice from Lange Excavating included gravel tax.  Although the Town is exempt from most taxes, it is not 
exempt from this one.  Klocker reported that the Winkels driveway was acceptable – the deposit will be returned.  
An invoice from Tamarack was for a trimmer.  MATIT sent an invoice for insurance that will be paid.    
 
Rassier received payment for attending the continuation meeting last month, but he was not present.   Rather 
than voiding the current check, he will not be paid next month for attending tonight’s meeting.  
 
Rassier moved to approve the claims, receipts and payroll.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Town Hall Report:  Thermostat replacement in progress.  The windows are under warranty but the frames are 
not.  No informational label could be found on the windows, which means we may have to replace the entire 
frame.   Blonigen moved to approve the Town Hall report.  Rassier second.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
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Road Report:   
 
1. St. Anna Drive Bid Opening – Three bids were received for resurfacing St. Anna Drive.  Bid specifications –  

including grinding and replacing two inches, grading the shoulders, leveling driveways, and project completion 
by October 1st – were provided to all bidders.  Blonigen opened the bids and reported the amounts (listed in 
the table below).  Klocker moved to accept the low bid from Knife River for $179,175 to resurface St. Anna 
Drive.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Blonigen will follow up with Knife River and alert the 
other bidders of the outcome.  The Clerk will send notices to affected residents who live on St. Anna Drive and 
Riley Court. 
 

Bidder Amount of bid ($) 

Capital Paving $212,769.00 

Hanson $192,500.00 

Knife River $179,175.00 

 
2. Roadwork – Trees were cleaned up on Tower Road, Pelican Lake Road, and Highland Terrace.  Some had 

fallen as a result of the recent storm.  A tree on 160th will be cleaned up.   A 911 sign was installed on 145th 
Avenue.  A fall road inspection will be done. 
 

3. Crackfilling – has been completed.  Klocker checked some of the roads.  Astech hit a mailbox on 185th that 
was repaired.   
 

4. Queens Road – the project has not started yet.   
   

5. Posts in Right-of-Way – Klocker reported that he had spoken with Mr. Ritzer.  He received the letter from the 
Town to remove the posts in the Tower Road ROW.  The posts have been removed.  
 

6. Weeds – a notice was received from the County regarding weed control.  Paynesville Coop will spray Norway 
Road and 355th Street.  Jansky has sprayed a few areas with our 20-gallon sprayer, too. 

 
Blonigen moved to approve the Road Report.  Rassier second.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Business:   
 
1. Sand Variance & Road Vacation – Leo Sand, 32301 Nob Hill Drive, PID 03.01250.0011, submitted to the Clerk 

an application for a variance.  He wants to construct a detached garage that would be closer to the center-of-
the-road (COR) than is currently permitted (63 feet).  He requests a variance of 13 feet, to construct the 
building 50 feet from the COR.  Sand said that the road is not in the ‘right place’ within the right-of-way and 
that he wouldn’t need a variance if it was.  Klocker moved to set a public hearing at the PC meeting on July 29, 
2026 at 7:15 PM to consider a variance for Leo Sand, to construct a detached garage 13 feet closer to the COR 
than is currently permitted by Ordinance 6, Section 9.9.9.A(3).  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Sand said that he and some of his neighbors are interested in vacating High Street.  The cul-de-sac is 
partly on the Bierschbach property (32252 Nob Hill; PID 03.01516.0024).  He said he had the property 
delineated for wetlands and there are no concerns.  Xcel has powerlines there and Midco has buried lines, but 
there is no utility easement.   The Town had considered vacating this property in late 2022 (see minutes from 
October 2022, November 2022 and January 2023; and Resolution 10-02-22-1) but no action was taken.   
 
Klocker wondered who benefits from the vacation.  Mr. Sand said the Town, the Biershback’s, and himself 
would mostly benefit.  Mr. Sand said he thought that the Bierschbach’s would be willing to trade the cul-de-
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sac for half of High Street.  Klocker said that vacating the road would clean up the cul-de-sac but that it boils 
down to cost, and that he does not support the Town spending much money on the project, especially since a 
similar request has been received regarding Parkwood Court.  If it were vacated, there would need to be an 
agreement on where to push snow.  There are 8 properties owners who are involved.  It was generally agreed 
that High Street will never be built, in part because of the terrain.  The Supervisors were generally supportive 
provided the vacation process doesn’t cost the Town much money.  The Clerk will send to Mr. Sand 
information regarding the road vacation process.   
 

2. Website – the Town website domain was renewed for two years using a Supervisors’ credit card. 
 

3. Certificate of Compliance – The PC recommended increasing the fee.  Klocker moved to increase the fee for a 
certificate of compliance to $50.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

4. ’96 Ford – removed from insurance.  A notice was received regarding a repair for the rear-view camera. 
 

5. Law Session – Blonigen and Klocker will attend the Couri & Ruppe Law review session on September 18th. 
 

6. Election – Klocker moved to approve Resolution 07-01-26-1: Appointing Election Judges.  Blonigen second.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried.  The Public Accuracy Test will be August 6 at 5:00 PM. 
 

7. Damage from June Storms – there were some downed trees.  Lower Spunk Lane lost power. 
 

8. Propane – the Belgrade Coop Propane safety agreement was signed. 
   

9. County Road 154 – A resident on Co Rd 155 near Klocker appears to be doing some construction that would 
require a permit.  They apparently host church services.  Some have heard that they may want to develop an 
event center, which would also require a permit.  The Town will follow up with the County.   
 

Other Business:   none 
 
Reports:   none 
 
Announcements: 
 
a) Signs (incl. 911) – none 
b) Construction Site Permits – Anstine Management (37020 Sara Lane, shed with workshop) and Braegelmann 

(34740 Co Rd 9, residential accessory structure, moving existing structure). 
c) Special Assessment Searches – Pryzbilla (32878 Spunk Tree Circle) 
d) Feedlot permits – none 
e) County Hearings/Meeting – There will be a Board of Adjustment hearing to consider a variance for a septic 

system for Thielman on July 9, 6:00 PM. 
f) Fire Department (May 2026 calls) – City:  Medical 9, Fire/Other 0; Town: Medical 9; Fire/Other 2; Collegeville: 

Medical 4, Fire/Other 1; St. Wendel: Medical 0, Fire/Other 0; I-94, Mutual Aid St. Joseph.   
g) The County will hold informational meetings and a public hearing regarding the Ditch 28 redetermination. 
h) The Gilk rezone request was approved by the County. 
i) The state demographer sent the 2025 Avon Township census estimate (population – 2078; households – 809). 
j) The City voted to accept the donation from the church for the Community Center.   
k) Albany Mutual is hosting a 75th Anniversary Celebration on July 30th in Freeport.  
l) A brochure for commercial roofing was received from KIE Coatings. 
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Old Business – Culvert mapping project & County app; 135th Avenue project with St. Wendel; Case to display old 
documents; Windows and window treatments for Town Hall; Exterior sign for the Hall; Salt shed 
overhang/awning; Employee Handbook including earned sick time etc.; Pipeline Agreement; brush cutter rental 
for 2025; Records to historical society 
 
Signatures (as necessary) 
 
Announcement of next meeting:  Klocker moved to reschedule the August Supervisor’s meeting from August 5th 
to August 12th.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will publish and post. 
 
Other Upcoming Meetings/Events 

1) PC Meeting – July 29, 2026 
2) Ditch 28 Final Hearing on redetermination of benefits – July 16, 2026 at 9:00 AM; County Board Room, 

705 Courthouse Square, St. Cloud 
3) Public Accuracy Test – August 6, 2026; 5 PM 
4) Primary Election – August 11, 2026; 7 AM – 8 PM. 

 
Adjournment – Klocker moved to adjourn the meeting at about 8:30 PM.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,             date:  July 12, 2026 
Stephen G. Saupe, Clerk   
 
 
Supervisor Signatures:                                                                           date:   _____________________________ 
 
_________________________       __________________________        _____________________________ 
Craig Blonigen                                   Chad Klocker              Bryan Rassier 
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Appendix 1.  Disbursement Register 
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Appendix 2.  Receipts Register 
 
 

 
 


