
Minutes of the Meeting of the Avon Township Planning Commission 
June 24, 2026 

Avon Township Hall (16881 Queens Road, Avon 56310) 
  
Call to Order:  Chair Kelly Martini called to order the meeting of the Avon Township Planning Commission (PC) at 
7:00 PM in the Main Chamber of the Town Hall.  The meeting was available via Zoom at the URL: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945 (PIN: AvonTown). 
 
Pledge:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
  
Roll Call:  Present – Craig Blonigen, Kelly Caspers, Kelly Martini, Stephen Saupe, and Andrew Wensmann.  There 
was a quorum.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Blonigen moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Caspers second.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.  
      
Minutes:   Caspers moved to approve the minutes from the May 27, 2026 meeting as presented.  Blonigen 
second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.     
 
Public Hearings:   none scheduled. 
 
Public Comments:  none.  
 
Business:   
 
1. Data Center Moratorium – The Supervisors moved to enact a moratorium on data centers at their last 

meeting.  We’ve since learned that (a) best practice is to first hold a public hearing before enacting a 
moratorium, and (b) since data centers are not specifically listed in the County 439 Ordinance, they are 
currently not allowed in Stearns County.  A concern was raised that a legal challenge to prohibiting a use not 
mentioned in the ordinance might not hold up to a legal challenge.  Blonigen suggested that the Town should 
wait to monitor the situation before taking further action to see how a related lawsuit in Pennsylvania turns 
out.  Wensmann agreed and suggested that there are also similar cases in Minnesota (i.e., Vadnais Heights, 
Monticello/Becker area).  Blonigen thought the motion could be withdrawn and reviewed in September.  It 
was noted that there are several powerline projects in the area – it was questioned whether these upgrades 
are driven by potential data centers.  Though possible, Wensmann suggested it was to improve grid 
connections. Wensmann moved to recommend to the Supervisors to rescind their motion enacting a 
moratorium on data center and wait 90 days to revisit the topic.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 

2. Plat Review – Continuing the process to review Township policies and forms, the PC discussed the plat review 
process.  The process is summarized in Resolution 02-07-18-4.  The process is similar for both minor and 
major plats.  The PC reviews, approves, and signs the preliminary plat.  The Supervisors then review the 
preliminary plat.  If approved, it is signed.  Final plat approval would then be authorized.  There is currently no 
fee for plat review, though a fee is required if the applicant requests that the final approval for a minor plat is 
signed outside of a regular meeting. 
 
Once concern raised by the PC is that there are few guidelines when reviewing plats.  Potential questions for 
reviewing plats include:  What is the impact on Township services?  Does the proposal fit with Township 
zoning?  How might neighbors be impacted?  What is the impact on drainage/erosion?  Do any abandoned 
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wells exist on the property?  Will any proposed wells or septic systems cause problems for neighbors or the 
Township?  Will the proposed plat affect any neighboring feedlots/farms?   
 
The Clerk will create a draft of a document that can be used when evaluating plats.  The PC will edit/discuss it 
at the next meeting.     
 

Old Business/Reports/Announcements:    
 

• Ditch 28 – There will be several upcoming meetings (see below). 
 

• Spunktacular Days – Caspers reported that the Turtle Races sponsored by The Store went well. 
 

• Legal Seminar – Blonigen and Klocker will attend the Town Legal Seminar on September 18, 2026.  It was 
questioned whether it would be wise to also have PC members to attend. 
  

Next Meeting:  The next PC meeting is July 29, 2026 at 7:00 PM (see ‘Call to Order’ for the Zoom log-in). 
 
Adjournment:  Blonigen moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Caspers second.   All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Other Meetings:  Other upcoming meetings/events include (see ‘Call to Order’ for the Zoom log-in): 

• Supervisors Meeting – July 1, 2026 

• Ditch 28 Meeting – June 25, 6:30 PM (Albany HS); Final Hearing – July 16, 9:00 AM (County Courthouse) 
 
   
Respectfully submitted,          date:  June 26, 2026 
Stephen G. Saupe, Clerk                                                                                                      
 
 
Approval:     
 
__________________________________________________               date: ____________________________ 
Kelly Martini, Planning Commission Chair – signature 


